M                         SPELL LAND

encouragement that was in reality little needed. He found
the curate inclined to be sociable, though he was zealously
scouted by the " Reverend Dawson/' and once or twice
he Invited all three children to Widow's Farm. He had to
pay the penalty. One evening Charley Shepherd appeared,
suggesting that the minister should accept a little bill of
his. He made the request unblushingly, and received the
refusal with perfect good-humour.

*c It's rather sickening/5 he groaned. " I'm in no end
of a fix for a hundred-and-tweaty, and James and Pat,
though they've been good fellows in the main, won't touch
this paper with a pitchfork/1

f( Well, you can't expect farmers to take more risks
than circumstances oblige them/*

" They must make a good deal out of Spell Land. In
John's time it was more than paying its way, and they've
done a lot since then/'

" If it's a bigger business, it only means that expenses
are bigger, too. I've had some experience of farming, and
I doubt if they're making a penny more than when they
first took it over. Besides, there's that boy of theirs to be
educated, James was talking to me about him only the
other day. They don't want to send him to a boarding-
school, as they find him so useful on the farm, and they
don't like the idea of the National. I hope to goodness
they'll do something soon, for he's a shocking little
ignoramus. Ten years old, and can barely do more than
read and write/*
44 James is too proud for the National, though h,e was

taught there himself.    I wonder if------"    He stopped

suddenly*
" Well ? "

** Nothing ; only an idea that came into my head/'
A few minutes later he took himself off, and called at
Spell Land on the way home* For an hour the curate
lounged in the stable, talking,to his nephews as they
smoked. At moonrise he strode his remaining three miles
in a state of hilarious satisfaction.